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June 21, 1907 828 

Report from Philadelphia, Pa. — Enteric fever for the three months 

ended June 1, 1907. 

The following- report, supplemental to one published in Public 
Health Reports, March 1, 1907, page 217, is received from Surgeon 
Gassaway under date of June 14: 

The weekly reports furnished by the board of health of the city of 
Philadelphia give the number of cases and of deaths of communicable 
diseases,. and the amount of precipitation for each week. A careful 
examination week by week and ward by ward of the figures given, 
which include the reports from Februaiy 16 to June 1, 1907, both 
inclusive, shows a decrease in the number of cases and deaths reported. 

The figures are as follows: 



Date. 



February 23 . 

March 2 

March 9 

March 16 

March 23 ... . 

March 30 

April 6 

April 12 

April 19 

April 26 

May 3 

May 10 

May 18 

May 24 

June 1 



Cases. 


Deaths. 


Precipi- 
tation. 


415 


47 


0.04 


317 


46 


1.28 


229 


36 


.14 


167 


38 


1.08 


136 


33 


1.08 


128 


19 


.02 


iu; 


13 


.00 


115 


19 


1.31 


113 


21 


.23 


126 


30 


1.16 


121 


16 


.89 


104 


18 


1.32 


77 


18 


1.86 


68 


8 


.70 


45 


9 


1.02 



12.09 



Making a total for the quarter ended May 18, 1907, of 2,294 cases, 
354 deaths. Precipitation, 10.37. 

These figures are somewhat lower than those of the corresponding 
period of 1906, the statistics of which are not readily obtainable for 
the reason that the annual report for that } ear is not yet out of press. 
A careful comparison, however, would seem to indicate that on that 
basis the number of cases reported during the quarter under consid- 
eration would show a decrease for the quarter of 110 cases, but an 
increase of 90 in the deaths for the same period. 

The tabulated records made by the bureau of health of this city 
since April 20, 1903, seem to show, as remarked in the previous 
report, that this disease is mostly water borne, and that b} T far the 
larger percentage of the cases occurring are due to the untiltered 
water of the Schuylkill and Delaware rivers which is furnished for 
domestic purposes in this city. On consulting the table given above 
it will be seen that a progressive decrease in the number of cases 
reported is observable from the top of the column to the foot, with a 
single exception. On examining the third or precipitation column it 
will be observed that during the period in question an enormous quan- 
tity of water fell upon the watershed of this city. 

The city of Philadelphia is supplied with water through 6 reservoirs 
for domestic purposes. Of these, 5 reservoirs are supplied from the 
Schuylkill River and 1 from the Delaware River. Of these 6 reser- 
voirs only 1, that at Roxboro, serving an estimated population of 
100,000, is furnished with filtered water. The sixth (Belmont) dis- 
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trict, with an estimated population of 260,000, is furnished with unal- 
tered and filtered water from the Schuylkill River. In the Roxboro 
district the number of deaths from enteric fever to 100,000 population, 
estimated, is 35 for this year. In the Belmont district, 260,000, it is 
estimated at 105. 

It is the practice of the board of health to closely scrutinize reports 
of cases with reference to the locality, and particularly with regard to 
the milk supply of the families concerned. This has shown that in 
several cases the milk furnished may well be suspected of convejdng 
the disease. One notable instance was a series of cases in families 
patronizing the same milkman, which, on investigation, showed that 
the bottles of the individual milk supply were filled at a certain dairy 
from tanks by means of a rubber tube used as a siphon, the flow in 
this siphon being started by the simple but somewhat objectionable 
practice of exhausting the air with the mouth. This particular oper- 
ator being recently convalescent from enteric fever, cultures from the 
end of this rubber tubing produced colonies of the Bacillus typhosus. 

STATISTICAL REPORTS OP MORBIDITY AND MORTALITY, STATES AND CITIES 
OF THE UNITED STATES — UNTABULATED. 

California — Oakland. — Month of May, 1907. Estimated popula- 
tion, 200,000. Total number of deaths, 183, including diphtheria 2, 
enteric fever 2, and 17 from tuberculosis. Cases of contagious dis- 
eases reported: Diphtheria 12, enteric fever 4, measles 21, scarlet 
fever 12, whooping cough 1, and tuberculosis 1. 

Stockton.— Month of May, 1907. Estimated population, 23,000. 
Total number of deaths, 26, including diphtheria 2 and 1 from tuber- 
culosis. Cases: Diphtheria 6. 

Connecticut — Stamford. — Month of April," 1907. Estimated pop- 
ulation, 20,000. Number of deaths not reported. No deaths from 
contagious diseases reported. Cases of contagious diseases: Diph- 
theria 3, enteric fever 3, measles 9, scarlet fever 2, and tuberculosis 3. 

Florida. — Reports to the State board of health for the week ended 
June 8, 1907, show as follows: Enteric fever — Jacksonville, 10 cases; 
Safety Harbor and Tampa, 4 cases; River -Junction and Tallahassee, 
each 1 case. Tuberculosis — Tort Myers and Ocala, each 1 case. 

Illinois — Alton. — Month of May, 1907. Estimated population, 
17,000. Total number of deaths not reported. One death from diph- 
theria and 8 from tuberculosis reported. Cases of contagious diseases 
reported: Diphtheria 1 and tuberculosis 8. 

Indiana. —Month of April, 1907. Estimated population, 2,648,549. 
Total number of deaths, 2,813, corresponding to an annual death rate 
of 15.0 per ] ,000 of population, including 25 from diphtheria, 38 from 
enteric fever, 42 from measles, 6 from scarlet fever, 1 from smallpox, 
10 from whooping cough, and 424 from tuberculosis. 

" For month of May, 1907, see Public Health reports, June 14, 1907. 



